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ABSTRAK

STRATEGI DIPLOMASI PERTAHANAN INDONESIA TERHADAP
POSISI STRATEGIS AUSTRALIA DALAM MENGHADAPI
INTERNASIONALISASI ISU PAPUA DI PASIFIK SELATAN

WASIS WASKITO

Pemerintah Indonesia masih menghadapi internasionalisasi isu Papua yang
menjadi ancaman non tradisional. Pasifik Selatan menjadi salah satu aktor
internasional yang mempunyai peran dan kepentingan dalam mendukung upaya
propaganda Papua merdeka oleh beberapa organisasi internasional. Di tengah
dinamika kawasan, Kementerian Pertahanan Rl memandang bahwa Australia
merupakan mitra strategis untuk mencapai kepentingan Indonesia termasuk
mengeliminasi internasionalisasi isu Papua. Berdasarkan fenomena tersebut,
penelitian ini berusaha menjawab mengapa pemerintah Indonesia menggandeng
Australia dalam upaya menghadapi internasionalisasi isu Papua di Pasifik Selatan.
Tujuan penelitian yaitu menganalisis posisi strategis Australia di Pasifik dan
strategi diplomasi pertahan Indonesia terhadap Australia dalam menghadapi
internasionalisasi isu Papua di kawasan tersebut. Penelitian menggunakan
pendekatan kuasi-kualitatif dengan teknik analisis data interaktif yang diperoleh
dari melalui wawancara informan dan studi dokumentasi. Kebaruan penelitian
menunjukkan bahwa Australia masih menduduki posisi strategis dalam politik dan
keamanan kawasan Pasifik Selatan meskipun dengan engagement yang rendah
dan adanya ancaman kompetisi geopolitik dari Cina. Sementara Australia menjadi
mitra strategis bagi Indonesia dan Pasifik Selatan, pemerintah Indonesia telah
memanfaatkan posisi strategis Australia melalui strategi diplomasi pertahanan
sebagai trust and confidence building measures dengan memanfaatkan kerja
sama yang dilakukan oleh Kementerian Pertahanan, Kementerian Luar Negeri,
dan Kementerian Koordinator Politik, Hukum dan Keamanan melalui aktivitas
penempatan atase pertahanan, pertemuan 2+2, dan latihan militer multilateral.
Melihat dinamika kawasan Pasifik Selatan dan strategi diplomasi pertahanan yang
telah dilakukan, pemerintah Indonesia perlu untuk terus memperkuat hubungan
dengan Australia dan Pasifik Selatan melalui implementasi kerja sama trilateral
yang dapat mengeliminasi isu Papua di kawasan.

Kata kunci: strategi diplomasi pertahanan, posisi strategis Australia,
internasionalisasi isu Papua, Pasifik Selatan.
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ABSTRACT

INDONESIA’S DEFENSE DIPLOMACY STRATEGY TOWARDS
AUSTRALIA’S STRATEGIC POSITION IN FACING THE
INTERNATIONALIZATION OF PAPUA ISSUES IN THE SOUTH
PACIFIC

WASIS WASKITO

Indonesia is still facing the internationalization of the Papua issue as a non-
traditional threat. The South Pacific is one of the international actors who have a
role and interest in supporting the propaganda efforts of an independent Papua by
several international organizations. In the midst of regional dynamics, the
Indonesian Ministry of Defense views that Australia is a strategic partner to achieve
Indonesia’s interests, including eliminating the internationalization of the Papua
issue. Based on this phenomenon, this study seeks to answer why the Indonesian
government cooperates with Australia in an effort to deal with the
internationalization of the Papua issue in the South Pacific. The research objective
is to analyze Australia's strategic position in the Pacific and Indonesia's defense
diplomacy strategy towards Australia in facing the internationalization of the Papua
issue in the region. The study used quasi-qualitative approach with interactive data
analysis techniques obtained from informant interviews and documentation
studies. The novelty of the research shows that Australia still occupies a strategic
position in the politics and security of the South Pacific region despite low
engagement and the threat of geopolitical competition from China. While Australia
has become a strategic partner for Indonesia and the South Pacific, the Indonesian
government has taken advantage of Australia's strategic position through a
defense diplomacy strategy as trust and confidence building measures by utilizing
the cooperation carried out by the Ministry of Defense, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
and the Coordinating Ministry for Political, Legal and Security Affairs through the
activity of placing defense attaché,, 2+2 meetings, and multilateral military
exercises. Looking at the dynamics of the South Pacific region and the defense
diplomacy strategy that has been carried out, the Indonesian government needs to
continue to strengthen relations with Australia and the South Pacific through the
implementation of trilateral cooperation that can eliminate the issue of Papua in the
region.

Keywords: defense diplomacy strategy, Australia's strategic position,
internationalization of the issue of Papua, the South Pacific.
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